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THE TREND

Manipulation of sports competitions shows no 
sign of slowing dow.

Actually, it’s getting worse.



1) 28 October 2014: Latvia. Two men arrested in Latvia in 
connection with Aberdeen FC’s Europa League tie with 
Daugava Riga, were charged with match-fixing, tax evasion 
and serious fraud. 

2) 22 October: Spain. Manchester United player, Ander 
Herrera came under investigation for match-fixing in 
connection to the Levante – Zaragoza game. 

3) 20 October 2014: Darwin Doronis Bonilla Salgado was 
summoned by a Salvador court in connection with the match-
fixing scandal involving the national team. The 24-year-old 
former national player is accused concealment of money 
laundering and illicit association.

4) 20 October 2014: Norway: Seven people were charged in 
Norway in connection with a 2012 match-fixing scandal in the 
Norwegian third division. 

THE FACTS



5) 17 October 2014: Spain. Sport Society Huesca filed a complaint against the 
football clubs Racing de Santander and Hércules de Alicante alleging that 
both clubs manipulated the match which they played against each other in 
June 2013 and which had a direct impact on Huesca’s relegation to the 
Segunda B division. 

6) 15 October 2014: Badminton World Federation. Badminton officials have 
asked the Malaysian police to investigate what the Badminton World 
Federation president called one of the most serious cases of match fixing in 
recent history.

7) 15 October 2014: Italy. Italian tennis players Daniele Bracciali and Potito 
Starace are facing corruption accusations after intercepted Internet 
conversations claiming they sold matches were published in Italian media.

8) 8 October 2014: Singapore. Singapore has extended detention orders that 
allow it to hold, without charge, four people accused of being involved in a 
global match-fixing syndicate, the Ministry of Home Affairs said on 
Wednesday. 

THE FACTS



9) 10 October 2014: Sweden. Sweden’s Crime Prevention 
Council (BRA) is to launch an investigation into match-
fixing in the country as part of an effort to establish how 
the system works and who it involves.

10) 29 September 2014: El Salvador. The Salvadoran 
General Prosecutor has asked for the ‘provisional 
detention’ of six of the eleven players who are being 
prosecuted for their alleged involvement in match-fixing 
because they did not appear at their court hearing.

11) 24 September 2014: Georgia. Eight football referees of 
16-team Georgian football league have been arrested in 
connection with alleged spot-fixing in matches.

THE FACTS



12) 21 September 2014: Links between Philippines’
websites and organised Crime (and especially IBCBet)

13) 18 September 2014: match-fixing in Denmark, one of 
the safest country

14) 12 September 2014: Match-fixing syndicates in 
Hungary 

15) 10 September 2014: Suspected match-fixing in the 
Swedish football

THE FACTS



THE FACTS

16) 10 September 2014: Up to 80 countries concerned by 
match-fixing this year (Interpol)

17) 6 September 2014: Many English football players 
accused of match-fixing

18) 5 September 2014 : many matches in the Greek 
championship fixed?

19) 1 September 2014: 23 tennis matches might have been 
fixed (average, every year)

20) 1 July 2014 : Match fixed during 2014 World Cup in 
Brazil? 



WHAT IS COMMONLY BELIEVED ABOUT 
MATCH-FIXING



Between 300 and 
700 reported cases 

every year since 
2010 according 
various sources

?



WHAT IS MATCH-FIXING?

Manipulations 
without offering 
compensation 
to a participant 

in the 
competition 

Manipulation 
with the offer of 
compensation 
to a participant 

in the 
competition 

Manipulations 
unrelated to 
sports bets

Sports 
arrangement 

(Match of 
“shame”)

Corruption by 
bribes

Manipulations
linked to sports 

bets

Agreement 
regarding the 
score at half-

time

Organised 
crime and 

manipulation of 
matches



THE CONSEQUENCES

20 % drop in attendance for football clubs punished in the 
Calciopoli scandal.

40 % drop in TV audience of Tour de France between 1990 
and 2012 after doping scandals.

Collapse of Chinese Jia-A League (2003): withdrawal from 
league sponsor (Pirelli) and broadcaster (China Central 
TV).

Sports leagues, sports events can disappear completely.



THE CONSEQUENCES

MATCH-FIXING SCANDAL

Revenues î
broacasting rights, commercial rights, matchday revenues

Brand valueîMonetization potential î

Drop in stadium attendance : Italy, Greece.

Loss of commercial partners : South Africa, Turkey.

Collapse of League : Malaysia, Singapore, China.

1. Product quality 
deterioration

1. Loss of confidence from 
the fan base, 
consumption drop.

1. Every sources of 
incomes are 
threatened.

1. Financial Imbalance. 

1. Best assets leave to 
protect their own value.

1. Further product quality 
deterioration.



DO WE WANT EMPTY STADIUMS?

They might attract tourists of the 40th century, though…
13



DO WE EXPECT OUR SPORTS PARKS TO 
LOOK LIKE…

14

THIS
?

Sarajevo 1984 bobsleigh track



THE KEY FIGURES TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IS AT STAKE

Today, the worldwide sports market (with the exclusion of the 
parallel market of illegal sports bets) comprises almost 2% of the 
global Gross Domestic Product (GDP): between €800 and €900 
billion.

In the last century, the number of international or global sporting 
events has increased exponentially from 20 in 1912 to 1,000 in 
2005.

Over the last two decades, the sports betting market has developed 
exponentially thanks to more than 8,000 operators offering bets 
worldwide through the Internet.

More than 80% of the bets on the global sports betting market are 
illegal. 



THE KEY FIGURES TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IS AT STAKE

Today, the main online betting operators offer pay out rates superior to 
90%, allowing new money laundering and match-fixing opportunities.

Does sports ethics in integrity really exist today or is just lip service? 
An ethical approach to sports consists in identifying conflicts of values 
and understanding how a reference to value judgments constitutes a 
part of the practices, rules and institutions.

Regarding manipulations, the responsibilities of “sports authorities”
and “public authorities” should be seen as complementary and not in 
opposition.

Very few countries have implemented coordination involving the main 
stakeholders on the issue of fixed matches cf. Australia or Norway.



THE KEY FIGURES TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IS AT STAKE

Of 60 identified sports integrity education programmes, 75% started 
after 2011. 

The disciplinary power of sports institutions constitutes an efficient 
tool of repression for the manipulation of sports competitions.

There are two major conventions regarding corruption: the United
Nations Convention against Corruption (2003) and the Criminal Law 
Convention on Corruption adopted by the European Council (1999).

To fight against the manipulation of sports competitions, Australia, 
New Zealand, Turkey and France adopted a concept of a betting tax. 



SOME DETAILS

1.Fixes and betting

2.Sports beting

3.Sizing the market

4.Sports betting regulations

5.Sports betting taxes

6.Sports betting restrictions

7.Sports betting actors

8.Betting and Sport: Love or money match ?



1. 2014: 90% OF FIXES 
ARE RELATED TO BETTING

2000 Internet 2014 Internet



2. MODERN SPORTS BETTING



1. TODAY IT IS POSSIBLE
TO BET ON EVERYTHING

Over/U
nder

Half time/full time



1. TODAY IT IS POSSIBLE
TO BET ON EVERYTHING



1. WHO IS THE TRADITIONAL 
BETTOR?

THE IDEAL 
TARGET: 
ATHLETES



1. SALES/GROSS GAMING REVENUE
A HUGE DIFFERENCE



2. SIZING THE MARKET



2. MORE THAN 80 % OF THE BETTING 
MARKET IS ILLEGAL 



2. ASIAN ILLEGAL MARKET IS HUGE
THANKS TO « CAGAYAN »

EU
Italy: € 2bn to € 5bn
Germany: € 1bn to € 2bn

USA
€ 10bn to € 50bn

Argentina
€ 1bn to € 2 bn

China
€ 50bn to € 400bn

India
€ 2bn to € 20bn

South Korea
€ 5bn to € 20bn

Asian illegal sports betting market :
Between € 200 bn and € 500 bn



2. ASIA AND EUROPE 
FIGHTING FOR THE LEAD



2. MANY COUNTRIES ABOUT 
TO REACH A CEILING



2. OCEANIA & EUROPE: ONLINE REPRESENTS 
ALMOST 40% OF THE MARKET



2. PARI MUTUEL DISAPPEARING 
IN EUROPE

BUT STILL STRONG IN ASIA



3. SPORTS BETTING REGULATION
BETTING: A SENSITIVE SECTOR



3. EVERY COUNTRY ADAPTS ITS 
REGULATION TO ITS OBJECTIVES

Example :
•India
•Qatar
•USA (outside

Nevada-Delaware)
•Venezuela

Prohibition

Example :
•Canada
•China
•Japan
•Sweden

Monopoly
Exclusive right

Example :
•Australia
•Italy
•Mexico
•UK (general 
authorisation) 

Licences
Limited number or not



3. MAPPING OF LAND BASED 
MODELS OF REGULATION 



3. MAPPING OF INTERNET 
MODELS OF REGULATION 



3. WHICH MODEL IS THE BEST?
TWO APPROACHES 



4. SPORTS BETTING TAXES
FOUR GROUPS 

Alderney, Antigua, 
Cagayan, Costa 

Rica, 
Isle of Man, Malta, 

etc.

Australia, Austria, 
Denmark, Italy, 

Mexico, Russia, South 
Africa, UK, etc.

France,   Germany,  
Poland, Spain, etc.

Canada, China, 
Finland, Japan, NL, 

South Korea, Sweden, 
Switzerland, etc.



4. HUGE SPORTS BETTING TAXES: 
A KIND OF JOKE?



4. HIGH TAXES & ILLEGAL BETTING
NO CORRELATION



5. SPORTS BETTING RESTRICTIONS
TO LIMIT RISKS FOR SPORT 



5. FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL BETTING
DO IT… IT WORKS!



5. FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL BETTING
DO IT… IT WORKS!



Priority n°1 = 
Competitive online 
gambling market

Priority n°1 = 
Protection of public 
and social order risks 

Strong fight against 
illegal gambling

Weak fight against 
illegal gambling

AUSTRALIA

UK

SOUTH AFRICA

FINLAND

USA

ALDERNEY

CHINA

GERMANY

CANADA

BELGIUM

AUSTRIA

SPAIN

DENMARK

COSTA RICA

SOUTH KOREA

FRANCE

ISLE OF MAN

MALTA

ITALY

JAPAN

PHILIPPINES

MEXICO

RUSSIA

CZECH REPUBLIC

POLAND
SWITZERLAND

SWEDEN

CAGAYAN

BETTING POLICIES 
(2013)

43



5. TYPOLOGIES OF STATES 
REGARDING BETTING



6. SPORTS BETTING ACTORS
3 GROUPS



6. NONE OFFERED FIXED ODDS 
20 YEARS AGO (EXCEPT W. HILL)



7. SPORTS & BETTING: 
WHAT ARE THE RISKS?



7. WHERE IS THE GREATEST DANGER?

In sports: most likely football, tennis, cricket;

In events: friendly matches, matches with asymmetric 
issue;

In some types of betting: derivative betting, live betting, 
betting exchanges;

Is any event eligible to a fix.



7. SPORT & BETTING
THE IDEAL MATCH



ARE THE INTERESTS OF THE STAKEHOLDERS 
CONVERGENT?

ARE THE INTERESTS OF EACH STAKEHOLDERS 
CONVERGENT?

LESSONS FROM ECONOMICS
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Équilibre concurrentiel et optimum social

Betting 
operators 
create costs 
for sport 
entities
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Sport betting market
The interest of 
betting 
operators is not 
always 
convergent 
with sport 
entities
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Match-fixing market

Match-
fixing 
exhibits 
increasing 
returns

-> 
discovery 
is always 
too late
+ 
discovery 
is often 
fortuitous



Dan Tan, « the Boss »
from Singapore sends 
his accomplices Choo 
and Pho to Italiy to 
convey bribes 

Dan Tan, « the Boss »
from Singapore sends 
his accomplices Choo 
and Pho to Italiy to 
convey bribes 

Match-fixing profits 
transfered to a dummy 
company in Panama

Match-fixing profits 
transfered to a dummy 
company in Panama

The dummy company 
distributes the money 
to all members of the 
betting syndicate all 
around the world

The dummy company 
distributes the money 
to all members of the 
betting syndicate all 
around the world

Panama
Clewer Overseas S.A.

Front company

Italy
Players and team managers

Calcioscommesse

Singapore
Betting syndicates

Financial head office

Aeras of syndicates

China & South-East Asia
Illegal bookmakers

Bets (offline and online)

Triade



WE ARE AT A CROSS-ROAD



WE ARE AT A CROSS-ROAD



THE CAUSES

•Historical linkage between sports and betting
•National / cultural habits of betting and betting 
regulation (often via selfregulation)
•Everything changed with the advent of Internet
•Online betting lowered betting costs
•Online betting ignores national prohibitions
•Online betting offers new betting formulas
•Online betting attracts huge betting volumes
•LIQUIDITY attracts criminals.



RECOMMENDATION N°1 à STATES: PLEASE GO 
ONE STEP BEYOND



RECOMMENDATION N°2 à SPORT: PLEASE GO 
TWO STEPS BEYOND



RECOMMENDATION N°3 à BETTING OPERATORS: 
PLEASE GO THREE STEPS BEYOND



RECOMMENDATION N°4 à ALL STAKEHOLDERS: COMPLY 
WITH WITH COUNCIL OF EUROPE’S CONVENTION 

STANDARD AND ACCEPT GUIDING PRINCIPLES


